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DEPARTMENT FTHE.ARMY
tiEADQUARTERS.US:ARMY AR ENTER AND FORT KNOX

1 AVENUE, SurrE229
FORT.KENTUCKY 4012Nj720

~I::PlY'1'O
ArTEN'nOn OF:

IMSE.J<NX-SO (385) 28 March 2006

MEMORANDUM FOR

Comnlal1ders.,All Ul1it$.ReportingDirectlyto T111$.Headquarters
Directots al1dChiefs, Staff Offices/Departments, This Headquarters

SUBJECT: Summer Safety Campaign

1. References:

a.PM 100-.14,RlskManagfHl1ent,23 Apf98.

b. OTA 5-8-12,.lndividual Safet,yCard,Basic Heat Injury Prevention and Cold :hyury
Prevention, 25 Feb 99.

c. T8 MED 507,.HeatStreSS.Col1trol~111dHeatCasuaItyManage:ment. 7 Mar 03.

d. Memorandutn, USAARM(2,ATZl{...S,16Apr 03, sl.11>j:Fort KnoxPrivately~Owned
Vehicle (POV) Accident prc.ventionprogranl.

e. Fort Knox Reg:J85-10, The.FocrKnox Safety Program, 23 AprO4.

t: Operational Plan l-(}p,FortKnox Tornado WamingiShelterPlan (TW/SP). 25 Jan 06.

g. Fort K110xPolicyMemorandum No. 18-06,IMSE-KNX-SO, Command Sal:etyand .Risk
Management, 10 Fob 06.

2. This memorandumis my planto ensurea$~lfesummerseasonforall FortKnoxpersonnel. It
addresses rcquiren1entsconcerning both.on~andoff":duty activities. Planning and preparation for
the summer season must begin now in order to ensure success. In line with my $ttnlmer Safety
Campaign plan) the Installation SafetyOffice (ISO) win conduct a summer season public
awareness andinibrmatiot1]Jrogram. My expectations are thateverySoldiet", civilian employee,
farnHymember, and visitor completes the summer season free of accidents and injury.

3. The periodfi'om Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend marks a time 0f
increased summer vacation travel. During this saIne time, our training load increases with Army
Reserve and National GLiardSoldiers here for annual training along with Reserve Officers'
l'raining Corps andWest])oint cadet training. In addition, we can expect continued construction
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a.ndbuildingdemo1itionactivities to continue that wiUaffect vehicle travel and will require extra
precanti<matld patience. The.hazards we fMeon a daily has is combinedwith the high
Operational TCIUPOofthe SUmmefseaSOncalls fOfincreasedsafetyvigilan~e and leaves no room
for error.

4. This campaign focuses on six areas tbat historicallypresent the greatest cl1allengeduring the
SUll1111er months: heatiujurypreventiou, weather hazards, water and recreational actiVities,
seasona.lhazards (Le., poisonousplants, venomous snakes, insects, ticks), increased POV travel,
and cornnlunity/hotne safety. Ofparticulatconcern isthc.preventiol1 of West Nile.Virus. In
addition, special emphasis will be placedonnlotorcyclc.and General.8ervices Administration
(GSA) vehicle accident prevention. The effectivenessoftbis program depends on the
accornplishmentofthe following key strategies.

a. :VortKnox Safety Stand-do\vit Ditt. On.23 May Q(j,al1nonessclltialoperations witI be
rescl1eduled and activities curtailedto allow'time for Safety Day activities. Every Fort Kriqx
unit, directorate, and activity will devQtethe entire duty daytoprOll1otingsafetyawateness. The
onlyexceptiol1 is units which have scheduledprogramof lIlstructiontraining; these units~re
required to schedule .andconduct a Satetyl)ay dutlngthe fourthweek in MayO(j;

b. Contprehensive ContnuUJdlnfotmatiol1 pJ'ogram. The ISO will conductasumrner
. safetyit1forrnationpfQgralllslattingit}.FebroaryandrUllllingthroughthesumme1'season. This
program will use tl1efoHowing localresources: KNOXINFQ, the Turret, menl0srmd safety
bulletius:,safety councils, and the Fort KnoxSafety Office.web page
http://www.knox..amj.y..nliJ/centerlsafetyfindex.btm).

c. Accurate aud 1'imeJyWeatber InforrnatiOu. Plal1ningand conducting military training
and.other outdoor activities requirestitliely, accurate weather information. 3DResearch
Corporation is responsible for assisting units and organizations withsu.nimer season weather
infomlatl011.They are available 24 hours Itday, 7 days a week.at 624.;5<553;the alternate point of
contact is the Installation Operations Centei' (IOC) at624-515 L Units Inayalso a~cess \Vet Bulb
Globe Temperature (WBGT) information online via the Heat Injul'yPrevention linkon the Fort
Knox homepage. This website does 110trelinquish units of the rcquin~mentto.monit.orthe
WHGT index.atihe training site.

d. ThofougbTNtlnhlgand Educntiotl. AUpersontlel subject to working .ortraining in
environments .thatcould result in heat injuries will receive training by 15 ApI'06.

(1) Initial entry training (IET) Soldiers will be trained in heat injury prevention at the
start of each cycle. Traiijingwill include infornlation on the recognition, prevention, and prompt
treatment of heat injuries. Guidance to accomplish hot weather injury prevention training is in
reference Ie. The Preventive MedicineOf1ice, Medkal Department Activity (MBDDAC), is ..
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available to conduct Heat Injury Prevention training upon request. Units interested in requesting
Preventive Medicine instructor support ShOltldcall 624-0703/0507 to sche~luletraining.

(2) Driver training programs must address hazards that a driver may encounter in the
SUDuuerseason, which includes instruction on precautions for flash flooding, Q1understorms,
extreme heat, and high winds.. Units must have>aprogram in place that ensures GSA vehicle
operatof7sare trainedalld .qualifiedfor the type vehicle they wi11operate. Drivers wilfbe held
accountable if they are found at fault in an accident. Military personnel will not operate a
motorcycle on ()forfpostbeforecompleting the'Motorcycle Safety Course. Unit S-35wi11
ensure driver training is scheduled and conducted as required.

e. Continuous RiskMauag~mentlmplementa~ion. Units and organizations will conduct
initial and refresher risk mana.gcrnenttraining as part oftl'lcir Safety Stand-down Day activities.
The 5-step risk management process in reference lawi11 be used to identify, assess, and mitigate
or elimil1ateseasonal hazards. Gommnnderswill enSureleaders and supervisors receivetrailling
on the preparation nnd use of FKFon]} 5008-E,Fort KnOx.RiskManagement Worksheet Risk
acceptal1ce/signatureapthorities QnFK.Fonn500S..EareExtremelyHigh Risk missiQns,which
requires'a.pprovalbY the senior miS$ioncomtna:nderof general Qfficerrank; High Risk missions,
which requires approval by colonel-level brigade/regimental commander or director; Moderate
Riskmissions, which requires approval by lieutenant colonel or equivaJentand the Commandant,
NCOA (this authority willnotbe delegated)vand LoWRisk missions, whichreqj.lires approval by
an CPT-level company commander (thiS8uthority may be de1egatedto tbenextlower .Ievel).
Daily tisk assessments will becondticted"signe<i,.and.dated,and FI<.FQrn1500S:'Ewill be on-site
at aUranges mldtrainihg.areas. Encourage Soldiers and civilian employees to apply the risk
management process in theirQff..dut;yatldfamily activities.

£- Privately-owned Vehicle (POV) Safety. Increased sumUlertravel brings with it the
need to redouble POV accident prevention efforts. Commanders, directors, and leaders will
conduct an aggressive program that addresses aUfacets oEmy POV accident prevention program
outlined in reference 1d. The POV pre-trip risk ~ssessments will be conducted prior to all
permanent changesofstation~ tetnpOl'aryduties, andvacation trips that involve long distance
driving. TbeeJectronic POV Pre-trip Risk Management Worksheet is available at
httos:/Isafetv,army.mil. A hard copy vers.ionoCtIleworksheet is availabJeas FKFonn 5069-E
on the Fort Knox DOIM fom1sweb page.

5. Responsibilities:

a. The ISO.

(l) Provide Publjc Affairs Office (PAO) with summer safety intormation for use ill the
TLUTCt.Begin in March and continue tllrOughoutthe summer season. ..
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(2) Provide safety alerts on KNOXINFO to .keeppersOlmelawdre and abreast of critical
summer safety issues;

(3) Provide posters, handouts, and infoJ111ati6nto support unit heat h1juryprevention
progran1S.

(4) Reviewunitartdorgamzationsltrtin1er safetyplans/progra111sby15 AprO6 for
complet~l1es5andprovideassistanceaodinputwhere. necessary.

(5) Coordinate with Rarlge Control tOll1spectrange facilities by 15 ApI'06 and h:tclttde
an inspection ofinstalJed lightning protection'systems.

(9) Conduct training site inspections throughout the summer season to ensure.hot
weathersatety re<ruirementsare followed by units and organizations and provide feedback to
unit'commanders.

(7) Address summer seaSOnsafety issues and precautions at an safety briefings for units
conducting annual training at Fort Knox,

(8) Cmlductan in process review by 15ApI'06to e1151.1reprovis'ionsofthis dooument
are implemented.

b. Directorate ofEtal1s,Trainil1gtMobilization,a:11dSecurity (DPTMS).

(1) Revie\V,and update as necessary, Operatioi1ulPlahNo. l-Ql, Fort Knox Tornado
Waxl1ingfSl1eltet'Plan.

(2) Gom:luctJheannualtornadowarningexerciseirrboth theGarrison and training
complex by 15.Mllr 06.

(3) Notify the PAO to disseminate tornado warning ovenheinstallatlon Television
Override System. During nond1.ltyhours, lOG has this responsibility.

(4) Direct PAO to aooounce tornado and.severe thunderstorm watches and warnings, as
well as "ALL.CLEAR" conditiot1$~overChat1ne198television.

(5) Ensure lOC instructions outline actions to. take in the event of a tomado warning tlud
conduct briefings for the Toe to clarify required actions.

(6) Range Division will conduct \VBGT readings hourly during the hot weather season.
Make readings available to units and organizations bycaUing 4-HEAT (4-4328). Provide ..
weather watohes/wamings to personnel in the training complex.
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c. Directorate of Public.Works.

OJ Test the installation efhergency sireh system in conjunction \\lith the DPTMS annual
TornadoWarningExercise. '

(2) Activate.the emergency siren system (three 1-1'nifi1.ltesteady tones, repeated three
times) upon notificationb)' 18thWeather Squadron forecaster, MilitaryPolice,FortKnox roc
(nondtlty hours), or DPTMS (duty hours). Activate the HALLCLEAR" signal (one 45~second
steady tone) when directed by 181l1Weat11erSquadron forecaster.

(3) In the event of siren system failure,itrunediatelynotifythe LEC/PM, JOe (nondnty
hours), and QPTMS.(dutyhouro).

I
(4)' Spray' insectshased on MEDDAC~approved work ordera11d spray POiS0110US111ants

and weeds' based 011work orders approved by the installation pesticide coordinator.

(5)Placeac:opyofreference If, appendix A) 'annexes land 2, Ina11family housing
inforrntttiollpackets.

d. PubJic Affairs Office (PAO).

(I) Publish summer safety information in the Turret and onR'.NOXINFO.

(2) Publish al1~ualtonlado warning exercise it1fotTIlationin the Tutret and on
KNOXINFO.

(3) Broadcast tomado and severethunderstomlwatches andwarl1ings as well as the
H ALLCLEAR"311O0tlnt:ementon Channel98 televisionrtl1dKNOXINFO.

e. Commander, MEDDAC.

(1) Publish Heat Injtn.yPrevention memorandt1111by 15 Apr 06.

(2) Conduct heat injury prevention training upon request throughout the summer season,

(3) Conduct surveys to detcl111inemosquitoand tick populations throughout the.summer
season and publish recommended actions to control mosquitoes and ticks. Prepare aFK. FO11TI
5008~E,Fort Knox Risk Management Worksheet, Sep 03, on mosquito controJsIRT West Nile
Virus each week throughout the summer season; provide a copy to commanders and directors.

..
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(2) Always consider sHmmerseason \\'catheI'cbnditionswhen. conducting risk
assessments. Include primary and alternate actions to.take in the eVentofUghtningand sevete
weather. lIso the weekly MEDDAG risk asses$ujentconc.erningmosquito.control TRTWest.Nile
Virus to ensure controls areinplace and utilize the Department of Defense insect repellent
system to prevent mo.squito.andtick-borne diseases.

(3) Review standard operatingprocedlltes!and update asnecassary, to.ensure summer
season safety issues.are.adeqnatelyaddressed by 15Apr 06.

(4) Appoint a Heat Injury Control OfficerfNCO beforeS ApI'06.

(5) Conduct training for all p.erSotmeIon heat hljury recoW1ition,tteat1Tlent.and
preventive me~\suresby 1 Apr06. Refreshertrail1ingwilt be c()nductedat leastmol1thly dtlring
the SU11lt'l1erSeason.Conduct weekly safetybtiefil1gsonthe dangers of alcohol consumptiol1and
the increased ri.skof dehydration.

(6) COtlductintel'vi'ewswith a.llpersonnel by 15 Apt 06 to identifYthosewithprevio.us
heat injuries. For IET Soldiers, conduct this interview during in processing. Place a piece of
white 2)'" 3') VelcTomaterial 011the Soldier's leftalldright ACU sleeve to identify them as a
previous heat casualty. UtiHzeogdencords to track waterconsUJTlption~

(7) Conduct and record heat stress nleasuremchtSas close to the training site as possible
~lsingthe standard WByTkit,NSN 6665.-01-381-3023. Maintain a log of temperatures for 7
days.

(8) Supply adequate potal?lewater and enforce water intake before, during,and after
physical activity. Follow guidance in reference lb. Ensure that unit field sanitation teams
rOl1tim~lyI11OtJitQrand nlaintain chlorineresiduaIs. El1surethat tvater ttailershave beerl inspected
by.Prcvel1tive.Mcdicinewithin 6 111otithsof Use.

(9) Ensure all persQnnelrcceivetrainingon proper nutrition, including the 1tl1p()rtanceof
monitoring your salt intake and eatillg at le118tthree Ineals per day. The Nutrition Care Division.
MEDDAC, is availableto conduct classes on pr()pel'11utrition;COlltMtthel11at 624-9286 to
schedule classes.

(10) Minimize heat stress by decreasing work pace.and/or increasing restperiods.
Follow guidance in reference lb for work-rest cycles.

(11) To ensure ep'ors are identified and correction actions arc taken, investigate and
report all heat injuries to the ISO.

..
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(12) Ensure aUpersonuel operating "walkbehind"power lawn mO\vers.weed eaters.
hedge trimmers. and other p()weredhand too.lsare trained and that training is documented.
Personnel operating or riding lawn mowersal1dtractors must be trained and licensed per
AR 600-55.

(t3) Inspect and servicelawn mowers and lawn care equipmenfbefore each use.

(14) Use reference IdlO ensure POV a.ccidentprevention programs arc up to standard.

(15) Considering the Army beret does 110thave a visor to protect the face, increased care
should be given by using sun screento prevent sunburl1.

(16}f'amily aud community'safetyis patt of the summersat~ty c~llpaign. The
fol1owing"off-duty" issues must be included iu SUUllTIerloss preventionpI'ogral11s:

fa) RunningSafetyat1d PT. More people tend tojog during theWa111l.Weathermonths.
Precautions must be taken to avoid heat injuries and,vehic1e-to-pedestrianaccidents. Run only
on authorized routes.

(b) Bicycles/Skateboards/RoUerBlades. Therewill be n10repeople,particuJarly .

childreI1,on the roadways during th~summer months utilizing these reqreational items.. Ensure
family members and Soldiersreceivegltidance on the proper use ofthese itel'11S.the necessary
safety equipment, and r.ll[esof the road. Motorized,scooters, pocket bikes, and.like conveyances
are prohibited on Fort Ktlox.

(c) Swimrning and Water$ports. Other than pools designatedbyDirectorate'ofMorale,
Weltare. and Recreation, 1herearel10 3uthorizcdswiulmingareas on Fort Knox. Follow water
safety rules at off-post sites, e;g.; wear personal flotation devices. aUowonly trained/experienced
personnel to operate\vatercraft, and never Inix alcohol and water sports.

(d) Picnics..and Barbecues. Follow food safety rules-' keep food refi'igerated to avoid
poisoning. Allo\.vonly experienced personnel to operate baibecue grins and rigidly enforce
safety rules to prevent bums and 11res.

(e) Heat and Sun Burn. Special care must be mken with childrel1and pets during the
summer months to prevent heat injuries and sunburn. NEVER leave children or pets alone in a
vehicle where temperatures can quickly rise to deadly levels.

(0 Grass Cutting. Ensure children are knowledgeable and capable before allowing
them to operate lawn care equipment. Before mowing or weed eating, ensure the area is clear of
people and pets. Ahvays wear proper clothing, hearing protection, and eye protection. Never"
allow children to ride on lawn mowers or lawn tractors.

..
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6. The effectiveness andsucceSSof our sumtnersafety campaign depends on adequate planning
and preparation. I expect leaders to know, teach, follow, andenforcc standards deaHngwith heat
injury prevention and other areas outlined in this memo. Now is the time to review safety
program requirements and ensure they are in order. The simple fact is that we cannot afford the
loss of a Soldier, civilian employee, or family member duringthis or any other season of the
year.

DISTRIBUTION:
C

CF; CO111mandcrs,ForlKhox Partners in Excellence
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